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Prevention Dimensions Overview
Prevention Dimensions (PD) is a set of resource lessons 
which support the Utah State Office of Education pre-
kindergarten through twelfth grade health core and 
Utah’s Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities. 
The program began in 1982 as a joint effort between the 

Utah State Division of Substance Abuse, Utah State Department of Health, Utah State Office 
of Education, and Utah State PTA. Prevention Dimensions is one of the many dimensions of 
prevention education used by Utah schools and communities to insure the success of Utah 
students.

The mission of PD is to give students a strong foundation of effective violence and substance 
abuse prevention skills. The lessons are age-appropriate and meet the objectives through a 
scope and sequence methodology. 

PD is based on the risk and protective factors prevention model identified through research by 
Drs. David Hawkins and Richard Catalano of the University of Washington. Studies have shown 
that young people with identified risk factors are more likely to engage in substance abuse and 
other antisocial behaviors. Conversely, students with strong protective factors are less likely 
to engage in substance abuse and antisocial behaviors. Lessons are therefore designed to 
decrease the risk factors and promote protective factors. 

PD teacher trainings develop teacher skills to teach proven prevention strategies, impart 
knowledge, and help students maintain positive prevention attitude.

Statewide surveys conducted by the Utah Division of Substance Abuse indicate the positive 
outcomes of the PD skill objectives. The PD Steering Committee uses these surveys to identify 
effectiveness of strategies utilized in the PD lessons and periodically revises lessons to meet 
current trends. The continual submission of teacher evaluation data will assist PD in moving to 

a “best practices” program.

Prevention Dimensions revisions include the 1990 alignment of lessons to 
better assist teachers in integration of prevention as part of the school day; 
1994 inclusion of necessary prevention components based on Botvin’s 
life skill research and sophistication of secondary lessons; 1996 music 
component enhancement project; 1996 inclusion of Search 
Institutes 40 Developmental Assets; 1999 inclusion of 
media literacy lessons; 2000-2001 State Health Department 
inclusion of research-based tobacco lessons; 2002 revision 

of lesson content; 2003 formatting and redesign of lesson appearance: 2010 
added 3 C’s [I care for myself. I care for others. I care for the community.] and 
training on negotiating and mediation skills; 2010 revised lesson format and 
content.

Young people can overcome the many risk factors in society when they see 
positive examples, hear clear and consistent messages and practice healthy 
living. Prevention Dimensions has become a powerful tool for teachers to 

increase protective factors in students’ lives.



The 3Cs are central to all the lessons in Prevention Dimensions. You will note a reference to the 
3Cs in every lesson and are encouraged to help students understand these concepts.

Formally, Prevention Dimensions used the “3Rs of Respect – Respect self; Respect others; 
Respect the environment. A review of prevention literature suggested that the concept of respect 
was often accompanied by a demand. “You will respect me!” Sometimes someone can demand 
respect and do it with arrogant or demeaning intentions. 

Care, according to the literature, is difficult to demand and is more often given. We give care as 
a choice. It is hard to say, “You will care about me!” and expect to receive more than a cursory 
feeling of obligation.

Students can and do learn to care about themselves, care about others in their group and care 
for the community and environment as a whole.

The 3 Cs
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