
5th-grade informational responses 

Earthquakes and Volcanoes  

 

Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

4 4 2 

The introduction is 
thoughtful and 
asks prevalent 
questions 
concerning the 
prompt. The 
student also 
displays a very 
clear main idea 
that sets the tone 
for the rest of the 
paper.    

Effective 
transition and 
organization 
of ideas. 

Effective use 
of evidence to 
analyze and 
synthesize 
data  



 

Although this 
paragraph could 
be broken up, the 
student shows 
command of their 
main idea and 
how the 
information 
correlates to it.  
Also, the student 
shows command 
of conventions 
throughout.   



 

This student showed through the duration of the essay that he understands the prompt and is able to find a main idea 
and keep the focus on it throughout the paper.  He understands the information and effectively uses it to integrate new 
ideas and knowledge to the existing knowledge from the texts.   

Student 
effectively 
restates main 
idea and uses 
more 
information to 
shore up 
concluding 
thoughts.   
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Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

4 4 2 

Clear, focused, 
and concise 
introduction 
with main idea 
stated clearly 
and efficiently.   

Student 
effectively 
uses the texts 
too analyze 
and 
synthesize the 
information 
effectively  



 

This sample shows that the student has command of conventions and can use information to analyze and make new 
meaning with a text.  Each paragraph was clear and concise and follows the framework of the introduction throughout.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student 
effectively 
transitions 
throughout 
and also 
restates the 
main idea 
effectively.   
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Although there is some overlapping repetition, this student shows evidence of being able to analyze and interpret 
information to make statements and enhance the main idea.  Also, the student shows authority of conventions and 
stays focused throughout the paper.   

Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

3 3 2 

The introduction 
shows the central 
idea of the paper 
that will be 
discussed 
throughout.  This 
serves as a preview 
for the rest of the 
paper.   

Student uses direct 
quotes to begin 
shaping evidence for 
the main idea.   

Also, student uses 
strong transitions 
both in and out of 
paragraphs.   

Student elaborates 
on evidence in 
several areas to 
enhance main 
idea.   



5th-grade informational responses 

Earthquakes and Volcanoes  

 

Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

2 2 2 

The introduction 
begins with 
following the 
prompt and a 
central idea that 
is mostly clear  

There is 
evidence being 
shared, but no 
real elaboration 
being used.   



 

The student displayed the ability to extract information, but not to fully analyze it.  The students showed adequate 
conventions and transitions, but the focus shifted throughout the paper.   

Sharing facts, 
but no 
elaboration.   
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This student addressed the prompt, albeit, scantily.  There is very little elaboration of any 
evidence and no indication that the student can follow the central idea into a type of cogent essay.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

1 1 2 

Choppy sentences 
throughout, but for 
the most part they 
are complete.  While 
there are errors 
present, there aren’t 
enough to distract 
the readers from the 
meaning of the 
writer.   

Although there is 
a specific central 
idea, it doesn’t get 
fully addressed 
and the ideas 
become scattered 
throughout the 
paper.   

Transitions are 
present, but 
there is no 
indication of 
elaboration of 
evidence.   
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Although the student shows that she can use information to answer questions, she does not 
elaborate on the information to develop a focus throughout the paper.  Also, with the several 
mechanical errors throughout the paper, the student’s essay becomes hard to identify the 
central idea and subsequent information.   

 

 

 

 

Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

1 2 1 

Several 
convention 
errors including 
misspelled 
words that 
make it hard for 
the reader to 
decipher what is 
being stated by 
the student.   

Student begins 
with questions to 
develop a central 
idea, and some of 
them are 
answered in the 
body paragraphs.  
However, the 
volcanoes are only 
mentioned in the 

   

Students uses 
information to 
answer 
questions, but 
does not 
elaborate and 
synthesize with 
it  


