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Chinese Workers on the Transcontinental Railroad  

By Christopher Merritt, Ph.D. 

Summary 
Chinese workers made a significant contribution to the construction of the first transcontinental railroad during the 1860s. 
Historians estimate 12,000 Chinese immigrants worked for the Central Pacific Railroad, blasting tunnels and laying track 
from Sacramento, through the Sierra Nevada Mountains, and into Utah. Chinese people comprised about eighty percent 
of the total workforce on the transcontinental railroad, far outnumbering Irish, Mormon, and others who worked primarily 
for the Union Pacific. This lesson draws on the science of archaeology, focusing on Chinese material culture to explore 
the lives of these workers. 

Main Curriculum Tie 
UT Standard 2.2: Students will compare the causes and lasting effects of various non-Mormon groups’ migrations to 
Utah. (history) 

Additional Curriculum Ties 
UT Standard 2.5: Students will construct an evidence-based argument to explain how the development of transportation 
and communication networks across the state changed Utah’s economy and human geography. (economics, geography) 

UT Standard 2.6: Students will explain how agriculture, railroads, mining, and industrialization created new communities 
and new economies throughout the state. (economics, geography) 

Time Frame 
2 time periods that run 45 minutes each. 

Group Size 
Slides may be shown and discussed with the entire class in addition to printing the materials for small group or individual 
work. Students may complete the activities and worksheets individually or in pairs/small groups to facilitate discussion. 

Life Skills 
_ Aesthetics _ Character _ Communication _ Employability   

X Social & Civic Responsibility _ Systems Thinking X Thinking & Reasoning  
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Materials 
Readings, photos of Chinese artifacts, worksheets, and activities. 

PowerPoint of the artifacts is available to allow projection of the images. 

Background for Teachers 
Teachers should understand that the first transcontinental railroad stretched stretched 1,776 miles from Nebraska to 
California, and was built by two railroad companies. The Union Pacific built westward from Omaha, Nebraska, while the 
Central Pacific built eastward from Sacramento, California. The two companies met at Promontory Summit, Utah, on May 
10, 1869, completing the nation’s first coast-to-coast rail network. 

This huge undertaking relied on the physical labor of thousands of workers. According to sources from the time, the 
Central Pacific employed more than 18,000 workers, eighty percent of whom were immigrants from China. However, the 
contributions of Chinese workers were rarely recognized and they were not included in the iconic photographs taken at 
the meeting of the rails.  

This lesson uses archaeological science to explore the culture of these workers. The black-and-white checkerboards next 
to the artifacts are measuring tools: each block = 1 square centimeter. 

Teachers should discuss the racist terminology found in the primary sources, such as “coolie” and “John Chinaman,” in 
advance with their students. Although these terms were commonly used during the 19th century, they were demeaning 
and disrespectful to Chinese immigrants at the time, and are inappropriate to use today. 

Student Prior Knowledge 
Students should understand that the first transcontinental railroad stretched 1,776 miles from Nebraska to California, and 
was built by two railroad companies. The Union Pacific built westward from Omaha, Nebraska, while the Central Pacific 
built eastward from Sacramento, California. The two companies met at Promontory Summit, Utah, on May 10, 1869, 
completing the nation’s first coast-to-coast rail network. 

This huge undertaking relied on the physical labor of thousands of workers. According to sources from the time, the 
Central Pacific employed more than 18,000 workers, eighty percent of whom were immigrants from China. However, the 
contributions of Chinese workers were rarely recognized and they were not included in the iconic photographs taken at 
the meeting of the rails.  

Intended Learning Outcomes 
Students will analyze historic documents and artifacts and draw conclusions about how the items were used, and how 
they are similar/different to similar objects from their own lives.  Students will analyze the attitudes of white Americans 
toward Chinese immigrants during the 1860s. 

Instructional Procedures 
Day 1 

• Students read the introductory reading and accompanying two primary sources.   

• Using what they have learned, students complete the Write a Letter Home to China activity. 
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Day 2 

• Teacher leads the class through the Chinese Material Culture Archaeology activities. Teacher may show the 
artifact slides and lead a whole-group discussion using the discussion questions. Alternatively, students can use 
the printed packet in small group discussions and analysis.  

• Students complete the Chinese Material Culture Archaeology Worksheet. 

• Students complete the Archaeology Investigation activity. An answer key is provided at the end of the lesson plan. 

Strategies for Diverse Learners 
Students may be invited to share stories from their own families’ immigrant generation. 

Students may need to work with partners for reading and discussion. 

Extensions 
Students may complete the Chinese Railroad worker crossword puzzle. 

Assessment Plan 
Assessment can include the three worksheets as well as respectful participation in group discussions. 
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Reading: Chinese Workers on the Transcontinental Railroad 
 

When the Central Pacific Railroad Company (CP) started building its half of the Transcontinental Railroad in Sacramento, 
California, in 1864, the workforce was largely made up of unemployed gold miners and immigrants. However, these men 
proved unreliable, leading the CP to look for another labor source. In January 1865, the CP experimented with a group of 
300-400 Chinese workers to build a section of track and it was a great success.  

In a statement to President Andrew Johnson in 1865, CP president Leland Stanford (future governor of California and 
founder of Stanford University), said “The greater portion of the laborers employed by us are Chinese, who constitute a 
large element in the population of California. Without them it would be impossible to complete the western portion of this 
great national enterprise, within the time required by the Acts of Congress…. We have assurances from leading Chinese 
merchants, that under the just and liberal policy pursued by the Company, it will be able to procure during the next year, 
not less than 15,000 laborers.”  

As the railroad moved into the Sierra Nevada Mountains on the border of California and Nevada, nearly 11,000 Chinese 
workers helped to cut tunnels through solid granite, build towering wooden trestles (bridges for trains), build 30 miles of 
wooden sheds over the railroad to protect the trains from avalanches, and do the majority of the other construction efforts. 
By 1868, the Central Pacific Railroad left the Sierra Nevada Mountains and the workers raced across Nevada, building 
nearly 650 miles of track in that year and reaching Utah in March of 1869.  

In Utah Territory, CP’s engineer J.H. Stobridge estimated that between 5,000 and 7,000 Chinese were continuing the 
construction towards completion of the railroad. These Chinese workers, many of them already veterans of the Sierra 
Nevada mountains and Nevada, were building nearly four miles of track per day. Irish and other workers built certain other 
parts of the railroad or hauled supplies, but the majority of the labor for the hardest work was supplied by the Chinese.  

In a bet made between Charles Crocker of the Central Pacific and Thomas Durant of the Union Pacific, Crocker claimed 
that his mostly-Chinese crew could build 10 miles of track in one day in Utah. With a $10,000 wager, the Central Pacific 
organized nearly 4,000 workers, nearly all of them Chinese, to beat the old record of seven miles in one day. Between 
7:00 am and 7:00 pm, with a short lunch, the workers completed the ten miles, and an extra 56 feet, laying nearly one 
mile of track per hour. To this day this construction feat has never been beaten.  

By the time the golden spike was driven on May 10, 1869 at Promontory Summit, Utah Territory, hundreds of Chinese 
workers were already working back toward California to improve and repair the quickly built rail line. Because the railroad 
was built quickly for the ‘race’ between the two railroads, many of the trestles, culverts, and other features needed to be 
improved and upgraded before trains began moving freight and passengers later in 1869. Because of the successful 
contribution of Chinese workers on the Central Pacific, the Union Pacific hired hundreds of now unemployed Chinese 
laborers to maintain and improve their half of the line all the way back to Nebraska. Chinese railroad workers contributed 
not only to the construction of our nation’s first transcontinental railroad, but also remained the primary workforce to 
maintain it for the next 30 years.  

Ironically, as much as Leland Stanford benefitted from the hard work of Chinese people on the Central Pacific Railroad, 
he led efforts through the 1860s and 1870s to stop the legal immigration of Chinese to the United States. This resulted in 
the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which banned further immigration of Chinese workers into the United States, and was 
not repealed until 1943. This is the reason Chinese people stopped being the main maintenance workforce for the railroad 
by 1900. They were replaced by immigrants from Japan, Italy, Greece, and Mexico.  

Because of the racism of the 19th century, historians and archaeologists have little first-hand information from the Chinese 
workers who built the first transcontinental railroad. Today there are no letters, diaries, or personal accounts in museums 
or libraries from the Chinese workers. But many Chinese living in China and in the United States today are descendants 
of these important workers.  

To fill in the stories missing from history books, archaeologists can look at what the Chinese railroad workers left behind 
along the railroad grade to tell their story. Archaeologists are scientists that study the objects left behind by people that 
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came before us. For America’s Chinese railroad workers, these artifacts are the only physical things left from the time, 
other than the railroad itself, that can tell their story. By identifying the artifacts these workers left behind along the railroad 
route, archaeologists can understand what the workers ate, what they did for fun, and how they adapted to a foreign 
country and landscape.   

Today, most of the Chinese railroad worker’s archaeological sites are located on federal and public lands managed by the 
Bureau of Land Management. You can drive the railroad grade built by thousands of Chinese workers more than 150 
years ago. Unfortunately, some people who visit these sites pick up the artifacts and pieces of the past that the Chinese 
workers left behind. Every time someone takes an artifact from a site, it is like ripping the page out of a really great book 
or novel, because we will never have the chance to understand what these objects can share about the lives of these 
people. If you visit these sites remember the contributions of these immigrant workers to the history of the railroad and 
Utah, and respect what they left behind for us to remember them by. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Primary Source 1 
Comments by Leland Stanford, President of the Central Pacific Railroad Company, 1865 
 

“A large majority of the white laboring class on the Pacific Coast find more profitable and congenial 
employment in mining and agricultural pursuits, than in railroad work. The greater portion of the laborers 
employed by us are Chinese, who constitute a large element in the population of California. Without them 
it would be impossible to complete the western portion of this great national enterprise, within the time 
required by the Acts of Congress.  

As a class they are quiet, peaceable, patient, industrious and economical—ready and apt to learn all the 
different kinds of work required in railroad building, they soon become as efficient as white laborers. More 
prudent and economical, they are contented with less wages. We find them organized into societies for 
mutual aid and assistance. These societies, that count their numbers by thousands, are conducted by 
shrewd, intelligent business men, who promptly advise their subordinates where employment can be found 
on the most favorable terms. 

No system similar to slavery, serfdom or peonage prevails among these laborers. Their wages, which are 
always paid in coin, at the end of each month, are divided among them by their agents, who attend to their 
business, in proportion to the labor done by each person. These agents are generally American or 
Chinese merchants, who furnish them their supplies of food, the value of which they deduct from their 
monthly pay. We have assurances from leading Chinese merchants, that under the just and liberal policy 
pursued by the Company, it will be able to procure during the next year, not less than 15,000 laborers. 
With this large force, the Company will be able to push on the work so as not only to complete it far within 
the time required by the Acts of Congress, but so as to meet the public impatience.” 

 

“Central Pacific Railroad Statement Made to the President of the United States, and Secretary of the Interior, on the 
Progress of the Work.” Sacramento: H.S. Crocker & Co., Printers. 10 October 1865. Pg. 990.  
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Primary Source 2 
Ten Miles in One Day 
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Name: 
Write a Letter Home to China 

Chinese employed by the Central Pacific Railroad in the 1860s left behind their families in China in search of jobs and 
opportunity in the United States. For nearly all of these Chinese workers this was their first time being out of their home 
country and in a foreign land. Think about how they would have seen the United States from their point of view: not 
understanding the language, unable to read the newspapers or signs, or understand the foodways and habits of other 
people.  

Workers were able to send letters home now and then, to let their families know about their lives in the United States and 
the work on the railroad. Families sent letters too but they might be months or years apart. Historians have very few of 
these letters today, so we have few ways to understand what the workers saw or thought in their years on the railroad.  

How would you feel to know that your family is thousands of miles away across the Pacific Ocean and relying on you to 
send money home for food and shelter? What would you say to your family if you were new to Utah and did not speak the 
language or understood its customs?  In the space below write a letter home to your family about your life in Utah on the 
railroad crews. Tell them about the work that you do and the people you meet. Remember that your family has never left 
home or seen a foreign country like the United States.  
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Chinese Material Culture Archaeology 
 

Chinese railroad workers brought with them a unique assemblage of material culture in order to continue their traditional 
life and foodways. Ceramics imported by Chinese immigrants in the United States included tableware, serving ware, and 
storage vessels. Archaeologists discover sherds of all these styles at sites in Utah and anywhere else that the Chinese 
went in search of jobs in the 1800s.  While less common than ceramics, personal items such as coins, gaming pieces, 
and writing tools are sometimes found in archaeological sites. All of the items described in this document were made in 
China and imported to the United States for the use and consumption of Chinese immigrants.   

Source: Artifact images A through I provided for educational purposes only, courtesy Kam Wah Chung State Heritage 
Site, Oregon State Parks and Recreation Department. 

Vocabulary 

• Archaeology: Study of humans through the physical remains of what they left behind.  

• Material Culture: This is the physical expression of culture.  

• Archaeological Site: A place where humans lived, worked, or played and material was deposited.  

• Artifact: Any object made, modified, or used by humans.  

• Diagnostic Artifact: An item that indicates a certain group of people, a certain time period, or a specific function.  

• Ceramic: Pottery, or clay that has been fired in a kiln.  

• Porcelain: White, highly fired ceramic made from special clay.  

• Stoneware: Dark, heavy, and highly fired ceramic made to be durable.  

• Foodways: What types of food people ate, how they prepared it, what kinds of social activities were involved, and 
how they acquired the supplies.  

• Pot Sherd: A piece of broken pottery, such as what archaeologists typically find.  

Instructions 

1. Read “Food and Supplies at a Chinese Railroad Store, 1873”. 

2. Study each picture and the short description. Ask yourself these questions: 

• How did Chinese railroad workers use this item in their daily lives? 

3. Reflect on your own life. For each object:  

• Think of a similar object from your own home. 

• Why did your family select the objects you use at home?  

• Where were your family’s objects made and purchased? 

4. Compare and contrast:  

• What are the similarities and differences between objects in your home and the Chinese workers? 

• What observations can you make about Chinese tableware in comparison to typical American tableware? 

5. Draw conclusions 

• What did Chinese railroad workers eat? What did they do for fun? 

• How do the objects (both from today and the past) reflect different cultures? 

• What can we learn about the Chinese railroad workers from these artifacts and objects?  
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Name: 
Chinese Material Culture Archaeology Worksheet 

 
Object Name Function Similar Object in Your Home Compare/Contrast 
A Bamboo Style Bowl Used to hold food for 

one person. 
Bowls used for eating soup, cereal, ice 
cream. 
  

Chinese workers ate from bowls at every 
meal. We use bowls for some food and 
plates for other foods. 

B     

C     

D     

E     

F     

G     

H     

I     

J     

Draw Conclusions 
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Food and Supplies at a Chinese Railroad Store,1873 
 

 

Vocabulary 

• Cuttle-fish: one type of squid 

• Desiccated: dried 

• John: short for “John Chinaman.”  This racist term used during the 19th Century was demeaning and disrespectful 
to Chinese people.  It is inappropriate to use today. 

 

  

 

A book published in 1873 describes the types of food and supplies that Chinese workers had during the construction 
of the railroad. Because historians and archaeologists have no letters or remembrances from Chinese railroad 
workers, the following list of food, along with the objects workers left on the ground along the railroad grade, are the 
only evidence we have showing what types of food the workers ate, and what kinds of personal items they bought. 

 

“They buy their supplies at a store kept in several cars near the end of the track; and this shop was a great 
curiosity to me. Here is a list of the food kept and sold there to the Chinese workmen:  

Dried oysters, dried cuttle-fish, dried fish, sweet rice crackers, dried bamboo sprouts, 
salted cabbage, Chinese sugar (which tasted to me very much like sorghum sugar), four 
kinds of dried fruits, five kinds of desiccated vegetables, vermicelli, dried sea-weed, 
Chinese bacon cut up into salt cutlets, dried meat of the abelona shell, pea-nut oil, dried 
mushrooms, tea, and rice. They buy also pork of the butcher, and on holidays they eat 
poultry.  

Compare this bill of fare with the beef, beans, bread-and-butter, and potatoes of the white laborers, and 
you will see that John [sic] has a much greater variety of food.  

At this railroad store they sold also pipes, bowls, chop-sticks, large shallow cast-iron bowls for cooking 
rice, lamps, joss paper, Chinese writing-paper, pencils and India ink, Chinese shoes, and clothing imported 
ready-made from China. Also, scales—for the Chinaman is particular, and reweighs everything he buys as 
soon as he gets it to camp. Finally, there was Chinese tobacco. The desiccated vegetables were of 
excellent quality, and dried, evidently, by a process as good as the best in use with us.” 

Nordhoff, Charles. A Book for Travellers and Settlers. New York: Harper & Brothers Publishing, 1873. 
http://cdn.loc.gov//service/gdc/calbk/202.pdf 
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Artifact A. “Bamboo” Style Bowl 
This was the worker’s most common style bowl during the construction of the railroad as it was both durable and cheap. 
The bowl is made from a thick porcelain, and was decorated by a blue hand-painted pattern that reflects shoots and 
flowers of Bamboo. The worker would have used this bowl as their main eating dish for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Some 
even had the workers’ initials scratched into the bottom.  

 

 
 
 

Discussion Questions 

• What do you use in your own home that serves the same function as this bowl? 

• Why would railroad workers carve their initials into their bowls?  

• How does the Bamboo pattern on the bowl reflect Chinese culture? 
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Artifact B. “Celadon” or “Wintergreen” Style Bowl  
This common style is named for the greenish blue glaze on the outside of the objects. Celadon style is made to look like 
the types of objects that the Emperor would have had in their palace, but was cheaper and made for the common person 
to own. Unlike the “bamboo” style bowl, celadon appears as many different types of objects such as bowls, cups, saucers, 
and even spoons. This ceramic was nicer and more expensive than the bamboo pattern, but was still common on railroad 
worker sites.  

 

 
 

Discussion Questions 

• Why do you think the color of the glaze was so important? 

• Do you have any bowls at home that are nicer than the rest? When do you use the nicer types of bowls or plates? 

• Why do you think this was nicer or more expensive than the “Bamboo” style? 
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Artifact C. “Four Flowers” or “Four Seasons” Style Spoon and Bowls 
This style is the most decorative and colorful of the ceramics that Chinese railroad workers owned. Similar to the 
“celadon” vessel, this pattern came in a variety of forms such as spoons, tea cups, plates, bowls, and others. Each of the 
four different flowers represent different seasons. These flowers are Plum Blossom (Winter), Orchid (Spring), Bamboo 
(Summer), and Chrysanthemums (Fall).  

 

 
 

 
 
Discussion Questions 

• How does this style compare to the “Bamboo” and “Celadon” objects? 

• Why do you think Chinese people painted flowers and seasons on their ceramics? 

• What plants or flowers do you think of to represent the different seasons? 
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Artifact D. Brown-Glazed Stoneware Barrel Jar 
Chinese storage jars are generally a brown-glazed stoneware that can come in a variety of shapes and sizes depending 
on what the vessel originally held. Like most immigrants, Chinese railroad workers in the U.S. continued to eat the foods 
they were accustomed to. To do this they imported many types of foods and spices directly from China. This large jar was 
about the size of a 5-gallon bucket. It likely held pickled vegetables or eggs, dried foods, rice, or sugar.   

 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

• Would a single person own something this big or do you think this would be for sharing or at a store? Explain your 
opinion.  

• Where you and your family shop what kinds of packaging are used for pickled vegetables, dried rice, or sugar? 
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Artifact E. Spouted Jar 
While this small jar looks like a teapot, it is actually a container for soy sauce, vinegar, or vegetable oil. These three 
condiments are important in Chinese cooking, just like cooking oil and ketchup are for many American families. The top of 
the jar was sealed with a cork and a clay stopper to prevent it from leaking. Oftentimes Chinese workers would re-use this 
jar after it was emptied to hold water, oil, or even as a tea pot.   

 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

• Does your family use soy sauce or have you seen it at the store? What type of jar does it come in now and how 
does the size compare? 

• What kinds of food would you still want to eat if you were a long way from home and your family? 
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Artifact F. Spice Jars 
This stoneware jar and lid, covered in a rich green glaze, held dried, candied, or powdered spices, such as citrus or ginger 
root. Ginger root is a main flavoring in many Chinese dishes, and is an important part of Chinese cooking. Ginger is also 
used as a treatment for stomachache. The red label reads “dried orange peel.”   

 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

• Why would the Chinese use stoneware jars for spices, dried vegetables, and other products? 

• What are common spices at your home and what do they come in?  

• Does your family use orange or lemon peel in cooking or baking? 

• What do you eat to make your stomach feel better? 
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Artifact G. Cleaver 
Chinese railroad workers used tools similar to those of their non-Chinese neighbors. At many Chinese worker camps 
pieces of knives are found near trash dumps and cookhouses. This cleaver (da dao) was used for slicing, dicing, and 
light-duty chopping. Cooks cut ingredients into bite-sized pieces according to the style of foodways from southern China. 
The Chinese cleaver has a long, square shaped steel blade and short wooden handle, where American styles have a 
shorter and more curved blade.  

 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

• Why do you think that Chinese workers used imported knives from home and not those that were made in the 
U.S.?  

• How does this compare to the kitchen knives you have at home?  
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Artifact H. Chinese Coin 
Brass and copper coins have been made in China for nearly 3,000 years, and many of these came to the United States 
and Utah with the Chinese railroad workers. These coins were not used as money (to buy things), but were used in 
games, as good luck charms, and during special events and rituals such as funerals. These coins usually show the name 
of the Emperor who was in power at the time it was made on one side, which helps date the artifacts. The square holes 
allowed the coins to be held together on a string. The Chinese also believed that evil spirits would be caught in the square 
hole, protecting the coin’s owner.  

 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

• How does this simple coin tell us something about Chinese workers and their culture? 

• Do you have good luck charms or other things to protect you from bad spirits or dreams? 

• Does your family have coins that are not used as money? If so, what are they and what are they used for? 
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Artifact I. Ink Stone and Ink Stick 
To make the elaborate and beautiful characters of the Chinese written language, they would grind dry ink sticks in a stone 
tray like these, then mix with water to make ink for writing and art. Chinese writers used calligraphy brushes, which look 
very much like small, pointed paint brushes.  While some of the workers arriving in the United States for the railroad could 
not write, many of them had years of education and could write letters home to the families they left behind. Non-Chinese 
writers of the same time used liquid ink from bottles and special types of pens.  

 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

• How do these artifacts help you think about the Chinese worker’s relationship to their family back home? 

• What types of objects in your own life do you use to write with? Do you still use ink? 
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Artifact J.  Wei-Chi Pieces 
The game of Wei-Chi (or Go, as it is known in Japan), is thought to be the oldest board game in the world, dating back 
more than two thousand years to early China. Chinese workers brought this traditional game with them to the United 
States. To play the game you would need white and black glass or ceramic pieces and a wooden game board divided into 
a grid. The point of the game is for two players to alternate turns, each attempting to capture territory on the game board. 
It is similar to the American game Othello. Chinese railroad workers would have played this game in the evenings or on 
their days off to pass the time and to relax.  

 

 
 

Discussion Questions 

• Why do you think the Chinese would bring a game like Wei-Chi with them to the railroad? 

• What games do you play at home and how does playing games help you and your family bond and pass the 
time?  
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Archaeology Investigation 
An archaeologist rarely finds whole objects. Usually, they find only small broken pieces on the ground. They match each 
piece to known types of objects, glue together pieces of artifacts to understand how they fit together as a whole, and 
finally, think about how all the pieces fit together to tell a story that helps us understand the past. Given what you have 
learned about Chinese artifacts, identify the broken sherds and artifacts below and explain what these artifacts are telling 
us about Chinese railroad workers’ lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1 

5 4 

6 

3 

2 
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Name: 
Archaeology Investigation Worksheet 

Many of these artifacts you have already seen. In the spaces below identify the object and its function. For the mystery 
object, Artifact #2, describe it, look at its details, and try to figure out its function and how it fits into the larger story.  

Now imagine that some of these artifacts were taken away from the site where they were found. How would that change 
the story you can tell? People who take artifacts from sites without permission are called looters. Looters take these 
important stories away from the places that can provide critical details to the larger story. That is why it is important to 
leave artifacts where you find them. 

Artifact What is it? What function did it serve? 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   

How do these artifacts fit together to tell a story? What do the artifacts tell us about Chinese railroad workers’ lives? 
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Chinese Railroad Worker Crossword 
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Archaeology Investigation Answer Key 
 
 

1. Brown Glazed Stoneware Barrel Jar 
2. Mystery Artifact: Kerosene Railroad Lantern  
3. Bamboo Style Bowl 
4. Celadon/Wintergreen Bowl 
5. Four Flowers/Four Seasons Bowl 
6. Spice Jar 
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Lesson plans on the Transcontinental Railroad created with the support of Spike150, 
the Utah Division of State History, and Utah Council for the Social Studies. 


