INTERVIEWING TIPS FORM
Before beginning an interview, always take time to get acquainted with the person you are about to interview. Getting acquainted
takes alot of time and the more acquainted the interview and interviewee become, the better the interview. Interviewing atraditional
person may take hours, days, or weeks to get acquainted, but it is necessary to respect the pace of the traditional person. Thiswill
help both people feel more comfortable about the interviewing situation. Since the other person will be doing most of the talking
once the interview gets underway, you should probably begin by telling him or her something about yourself. Y ou may wish to adapt
the following format for your own purposes:

Hello, my nameis

| represent the (program/school). Y ou may want to tell the person about your program or

school and some of the duties or responsibilities you have, as a student or teacher, and about the Indian students or other students you

work with, as an example.
lama (name of tribe/band if American Indian.) | have children or brothers or

sisters, and livein (city or town)

Becoming more aware of another culture is important to me as a student/teacher. | need to ask you if itisall right if I include
your name on any information that is used for lesson plans or areport in class? ( If the person isreluctant to have his or her name
used, assure them that you will indicate on the lesson plan or report that this was an interview done with alocal person from the
____ (tribe/clan/band) and not mention aname). The person being interviewed can provide personal biographical data: name,
tribe/band, age....

On the following pages are several sample interview formats. Each contains a series of questions you may wish to use or consult in
conducting interviews with Indian people. These are merely suggestions to help you get started. You may well want to add some

guestions, omit some or just plain do it your own way. Follow your interest and use your best judgment.

(Modified from Handbook for Cultural Curriculum Developers — Making Education Relevant for Contemporary Y outh, July 1998.

American Indian Institute College of Continuing Education, University of Oklahoma.)



Interview Topic: Growing Up asan American Indian

I nterviewer: I nterviewee:

Date: L ocation:

1 Biographical data

0 What isyour name?

O Wher e and when wereyou birth ( birthdate?)
O What isyour tribe/band?

2. Areyou a member of aclan? If so, what isit?

3. Do you have a name given by your tribe? If so, what isit and what doesit mean? (Sometribesdo not exchange that

information with non-Indiansreadily.)

4. Doyou haveany brothersor sisters? If so, please tell me about them and what they werelike when all of you were

growing up, or are growing up now?

5. Please tell me a little about the adultsin your family, about the people that wereimportant in bring you up.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

What did you feel are/were the most important things you wer e taught as a child by your parentsor

grandparents?

What wer e some of the“Indian ways’ that you remember being taught asa child or aretaught now?

In what ways do American Indian parentstoday teach their children “Indian Ways?” Do you think
thisisimportant?

What wereyou likeasa child? Did you have a nickname? What gamesdid you liketo play? What

did you especially like doing?

Please describe one of the happiest times you remember having when you wer e a child.

Can you remember atraditional Indian/Tribal/band story that your parentsor grandparentstold

you asachild? What wasit?

When you wer e young, how did the image of Indians portrayed by movies or booksinfluencethe way you

thought about your self?

What isthe most important thing about your Indian heritage that you can teach your own children
and other Indian children?

What wor ds of wisdom could you give young I ndian people who are growing up today?



INTERVIEW TOPIC: GOING TO SCHOOL

I nterviewer: | nterviewee:
Date: L ocation

1. Biographical data

O What isyour name?

O Wher e and when wer e you born? (birthdate?)

O What isyour tribe/band?

2. Areyou a member of aclan? If so, what isit?
3. Do you have an Indian name? If so, what isit and what doesit mean?
4, Sometribal members do not sharethat information with non-Indians.)

5. What schools did youo attend when you wer e growing up? Where were they located?

6. Do you mind describing these schools?



8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

What kind of student wereyou? Explain.

Which of your teachersdo you remember with great fondness? What wasit about them that made them

“good” teacherstoyou?

What language was spoken in your home when you were growing up?

When did you learn English/French? What about your tribal/band language?

Do you have any regretsasyou think back to your daysin school? Please explain.

Compar e the education you received at school to the education you received from life.

Did you ever learn about Indian culture and tribes/bandsin school? How do you feel about this? If Indian

culture classes wer e taught, what was the most valuable thing you discover ed?

What advice would you giveto Indian children and young people who ar e attending school today?



